City of Alexandria

MEMORANDUM
DATE: APRIL 9, 2008
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: BUDGET MEMO #90: PRESCHOOL EXPERIENCE & FREE AND
REDUCED PRICE LUNCH DATA

This memorandum is in response to a question from Councilman Rob Krupicka asking how
many kindergarten children in Alexandria qualify for free and reduced price lunch and did
not have a quality preschool experience prior to elementary school. Please note that Budget
Memo #54 also provides information on preschool in Alexandria.

The attached information was provided the Alexandria City Public Schools.

Attachment



FY 2009 Budget Responses
April 4, 2008

# CC-09-01

Received from: Rob Krupicka, 3/19/08
Response from: Margaret Byess, Acting Executive Director, Financial Services

Question: Question for the schools/early childhood commission: How many Kindergarten
children in Alexandria qualify for free and reduced price lunch and did not have a quality Pre-
School experience prior to elementary school?

Answer: The chart below shows the information on pre-kindergarten status of ACPS
kindergarten students as of October 31, 2007. A “quality” preschool experience is not easily
identifiable from the available data. Day care, half-day care, and home care experiences can all
be quality experiences depending on the family or day-care provider. In addition, the quality of
the preschool experience varies from program to program within each category.

Preschool Experiences of Kindergarten Students

School Year 2007-2008
Data as of October 31, 2007

Head Full Day Half Day Home Unknown Grand
Start Care Care Care Total
164 149 44 174 5 536

Eligible for Free-and-Reduced-
Price Lunches 73.87% @ 41.50% 20.37% 65.91% | 50.00% 50.05%

58 210 172 90 5 535
Not Eligible

26.13% 58.50% 79.63% 34.09% 50.00% 49.95%

222 359 216 264 10 1071
All KG Students

100.00% | 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%



