
City Of Alexandria, Virginia 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  APRIL 4, 2008 
 
TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT: BUDGET MEMO #_ 69__:    RESPONSE TO MARCH 20, 2008 LETTER 

FROM ALEXANDRIA PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION RE:   NEW 
POTOMAC YARD ATHLETIC FIELDS 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Members of City Council received a letter from the Chair of the Alexandria Park and Recreation 
Commission, Judy R. Guse-Noritake, dated March 20, 2008 that raised and discussed several 
issues regarding the New Potomac Yard Athletic Fields.  (See attachment.) 
 
The City is working with the developers of the Potomac Yard project to replace the two 
temporary fields currently located on the east side of Route 1 with two fields located near the 
Simpson Stadium complex.   The Park and Recreation Commission letter expressed the desire 
for a number of features for these two fields and the status and response of City staff to those 
desires are shown below: 
 

1. The new fields should be synthetic turf.   The City is working with the developer to 
design two synthetic turf fields.   The additional cost of this feature, compared to 
natural grass, will be approximately $500,000 and will be born by the City.   The 
City’s approved FY 2008-2013 Capital Improvement Program includes $850,000 in 
unallocated balances for Athletic Field Improvements, as a result of a decision by City 
Council during last year’s budget process to designate a portion of FY 2007 surplus 
funds for this purpose.   These funds will be used to fund this project. 

 
2. The fields should be built as large as the site and budget constraints will permit.  City 

staff are working with the developer to accommodate 2 full size fields that are 110 to 
120 yards in length and 65 yards in width.   There are a number of constraints on this 
site, including existing and proposed utilities, topography/grading/drainage and 
adjacent uses, and the legal geometric boundaries of the site that prevent impinging 
upon the existing boundaries of the existing Simpson Fields site.   The design process 
is intended to resolve and balance the dimensional needs of the 2 fields to 



accommodate programming needs for all field sports, site constraints and the 
construction of lighting and parking facilities.    

   
3. These fields must be lit and should use “full cut-off lights similar to those used at 

Minnie Howard.  City staff intend for these fields to be lit with technology similar to 
that used at Minnie Howard.  A companion budget memo discusses the lighting needs 
of both these two new fields and the existing Simpson Field facilities.   That memo 
recommends that the lighting of all these facilities be upgraded and installed in FY 
2010.   Should existing CIP resources (including any balance in the Athletic Field 
Improvements CIP account) be insufficient to provide the funding level for lighting 
estimated in that other budget memorandum, City staff will devise a solution in the 
context of the development of the FY 2010-2015 Capital Improvement Program. 

 
4. The fields must have adequate parking.  It should be noted that space on this site is 

limited and the parking issue is related to the size of the fields themselves.   As noted 
in the letter from Ms. Guse-Noritake, however, City staff are confident that parking 
needs for these facilities can be fully accommodated.   

 
ATTACHMENTS:  Letter from the Chair of the Alexandria Park and Recreation Commission, 
Judy R. Guse-Noritake, dated March 20, 2008 re:   New Potomac Yard Athletic Fields  
 
 

 
  

 
 






