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PUIPOSE OF THE REPOIT: 

On December 5,1989, DOELL & DOELL submitted a report to the Garden Club of AlelADdria 

which "as designed to guide the organization in its efforts to restore the historic 

landscape .. tting for the Uoyd House -- a landmark structure in the heart of Old Tovne 

Alel&.ndria. Vir,inia. The report addressed items of particular concern to the Garden 

Club and the consultants, such as: 

o the probable location of the historic garden, dependenties and related 'land uses; 

o the need for further scholarly study of the historic landscape prior to undertaking 

a restoration program; and 

o a program of -Nen Steps- that the Garden Club might take to accomplish their 

objectives at the Uoyd House. while Umiting the degree of conjecture in the 

restoration through site. archival and archaeological research . 

In July of this year, the Garden Club of AlelADdria made great strides tovard 

accomplishing their goals and objectives. The Garden Club requested AlenDdria. 

Arch_loD to undertake a limited archaeololito! testing program at the site. and 

commissioned DOELL & DOELL to provide technic&! support to AleBDdri. ArclJlI8oloKY 

during (on-site) and in advance of the archaeologico! field vorlt. In addition, DOELL & 

DOELL vas authorized to research the John Uoyd Papers at the Ubrary of Congress for 

references to the historic landscape, and to complete fieJd observa1ions at the site . 

Archaeological field yort at the Uoyd House"as conducted over two 3-day periods 
(July 5-7,1990 and July 12-14, 1990) by an all-volunteer crev under the direction of 

archaeologist Steve Shephard of Alenodn. Arc/JlI8OloD. Gerold Doell was present at 

the site on a.U sa days, devoting his mornings to the archaeological elcav&tiotls and 
field observations (existing conditions documentation), and spending afternoons at the 
Ubrary of Congress researching the John Uoyd Papers, Doell also took photographs 

Yhile on-site to document the existing condition of the historic landscape and to record 
noteworthy aspects of the archaeological testing program, Over the sit day period, 

Gerold Doell devoted 50% of his time to archival research (3 days), 25% to archaeology 

(l.~ days), and the remaining 2~% to field observations (l.~ days) . 
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RISTOIICAL RDEAICH: THE JOHN LLoYD PAPEIS AT THE L1BIAII OF CONGIESS 

IakpductiOA to Til. Job. lloyd Pa,en: 

Tbe existence of & JIl8Jlu5cript collection in the Ubnry of Congress known as the "John 

Uoyd Papers""as brouaht to the attention of DOELL & DOELL late in March of 1990 by 
Mrs. William f. Smith. President of the Garden Club of Alexandria.. Consisting of m.ore 

than 50 bound volumes of manu:!Icripts. the lloyd Papen contain a heterogeneous 

minure of correspondence, agreements. and other documents which are organized in a 

chronological manner. In the belief that such a large collection might contain a 

significa.nt portion of the business records and personal records of John Uoyd -- a 

prominent Alexandria merchant &nd businessman -- DOELL & DOELL encouraged the 

Garden Club to revieW' these materials in a systematic manner looting for references to 

the historic landscape at the Uoyd House. 

Unfortunately. the lack ofa detailed register to the collection made it impossible for the 

Garden Club to easily assess the quantity and quality of materillls vhich might have 

relevance to the lanclsc&pe history of the Uoyd House. As a first step in this process, 

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Smith began a preliminary review of the Uoyd Papers in April 

of 1990. elamining ~ of the 17 bound volumes ('41) - ~3) "hich dated from the period of 

Uoyd's residency 0833 -185~) on the site. Since little or nothing of significance vas 

found in these volumes, however, the Smlths turned their attention to a portion of the 

collection identified simply as "Bills & Receipts - Un&1'ranged", in hopes that it might 

hold greater promise. Upon closer enm.ination, what they thought would be one 

carton of manuscripts turned out to be 12 file bOles (each approximately 3" vide I 9" 

deep I 12" high) containing hundreds -- and probably thousands -- of John Lloyd's 

bills, receipts, agreements, contracts, memos, and other miscellaneous financial 

records from the late-18th century to the mid-19th century. 

Although the Smiths found no bills or receipts of note in the first four bales that they 
examined (boses -1-i;), they did discoTer .. number of finlLndal records in Bol -5 for 

repairs and improvements to the Uoyd property during 1833. It"as at this point that 

Mrs. Smith invited Gerllld Doell to continue the research into the John Uoyd Papers. 

During the tvo 3-day periods in July of 1990. Doell examined all or pari of ~ bales in 

this collection . In doing so, the consultant was surprised to discover that the bills and 

receipts are frlllile slips of paper. bound tightly in smllli bundles "ith pieces of twine 

or ribbon. The overllli condition of the bills and receipts suggest that many of the 
bundles have .Il.Htt been opened -- perhaps since John Uoyd or a member of his lloyd 
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family wrapped them up for storase . Unfortunately. the papers do Dot appear to be 

organized in any meaningful way (such as by year. by subject, by vendor. etc.); rather. 

lbey !!eem to have been tied in small heterogeneous bundles based on the size of the 

slips of paper. As a result. researching the bills and receipts is a slow and tedious 

process, somewhat comparable to "looting for a needle in a haystack". Subsequent 

retrieval of a particular document is also cumbersome since the bundles are not 

identified in any way. With thai in mind. DOELL & DOELL assi,nod 'temporary 

identification Iai (i .e. ,portion oC an index cord. labeled "80x6. bundle A". etd to 

each bundle in the boxes that have been studied to date . 

In conclusion , it appears that John Lloyd saved virtua1ly &11 of his business reconis. and 

these papers are nov housed in the Library of Congress. They are far more extensive 

tha.n this researcher ever imagined, and they appear to contain a 'Wealth of 

information concerning the maintenance 8Jld development of Lloyd's residence . As a 

result. the John Lloyd Papers not only oCCer an excellent opportunity Cor 

undel'Sta.o.ding the individual himself, but also the 1a.ndscape setting that he created for 

his Alexa.ndria home. 

locord of lob llOYd Papen b'Ailltd by DOELL .. DOELL: 

Due to the limited amount oC time availoble Cor this research study. Gerald Doell vas 
only oble to review approximately 2S~ oC the "Bills & Receipts" in the John Lloyd 

P.p ..... Additional materials ill th. coll.ction (Box.s I-~ . 6. 7. 9. 7.11.12) warrant 

additional detailed study to assess their value and releva.nce to documenting the 
landscape history of the Uoyd House . For the benefit of subsequent researchers, the 

Collowing is a listing oC boxes which vere enmined by Gerald Doell during July oC 1990 
for references to the historic landscape at the Uoyd House: 

"Note to Abbreviations on the folloying table ; 

Portions oC the John Lloyd Papers thai ... ere onminod by Mr. and Mrs. William Smith 

are indicated by the ... ord "Smith"; those revie ... ed by DOELL & DOELL are identified by 

the leUers "D&D"; and those files ... hich ",ere not revie",ed by either party are 

identified by the leuers "NR" . 



----------
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'011 •. eoallall II:tiID[ liat lldlil I( lIatedall 

II Boll Unknown Smith Unknown . 

Bol2 Unknown Smith Unknown. II 
Bol3 Unknown Smith Unknown. 

I 
Bol4 Unknown Smith Unknown. 

I BoI' 3 bundles Smith Untoo"n. DOELL & DOELL did not elamine 3 bundles 

I 
IA - CI in this bOI revi."ed by Mr. & Mrs. Smith . 

2 bundles D&D Reviewed bundles D &E. containing bills &. receipts 
for the y.ars 1824. 182'. 1826. 1832. 1833, 1834 & 1835. 

I Bol6 8 bundles D&D Review.d bundles B - E, AA & BB. and 1 un-labeled 
bundle containing bills and receipts for the years 

II 
1832, 1836, 1839, 1840, 1842 - 1847, 1852, and 1854. 

1 bundle NR DOUL & DOELL did not elamine 1 medium-sized 
bundle IAJ which appeared La contain primarily 

I 1812-1813 material • . 

Bol7 Unknown NR Unknown . 

I Bol8 ~ bundles D&D Bundles A - E. containing bills &. receipts for the 
years 1834, 1839, 1841. 1843, 18~, 1848 and 1849. 

I Bol9 Unknown NR Untoown . 

BoliO 6 bundles D&D Bundles A - r. containing bills and receipts for the 

I years 1832. 1836, 1839, 18H. and 1850 - 1852. 

7 bundle. NR Bundles G - M (unlabeled) which ... ere scanned by 

I 
DOELL & DOELL and appeared to contain primarily 
pre-1832 materials . 

Bolli 11 bundles NR These bundles .... re scanned by DOELL & DOELL to 

I assess the time period of their contents: 
o 2 bundles, primarily 1800 - 18 lOs materials 
0 1 bundl., primarily 1800 - 1820s materials 

I 0 1 bundle, primarily 1810 - 1830. materials 
o 3 bundl.s, primarily 1820s materials 
o 4 bundles, primarily 1830. & 1840s materials 

I Bol12 6 bundl.s NR Th.se bundl.s .... ro .cann.d by OOUL & OOUL to 
assess the time period of their contents: 
o 2 bundl.s, primarily 1810 - 1820s materials 

I 0 1 bundl. , primarily 1810s & 1830. materials 
0 2 bundle., primarily 1820. material. 
0 I bundle, primarily 1850. material. 

I 
I 
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leHatch IiodiPls. The Job. Uoyd Papers: 

More than 100 significant references to the historic landscape at. the lloyd House were 

discovered in that portion of the john Uoyd Papers reviewed by DOELL 6. DOELL during 

July of 1990. These references vere found in bills and receipts from contractors 

providin.g services to Lloyd (masons. carpenters, pa.int.ers. blacksmiths, etc.), from 

vendors supplying building materials (brick ylU'ds. lumber yards. etd. and in 

acreements/contracts between lloyd and the contractors/vendors. In many cases, the 

bills and receipts are very detailed. containing: the date and description of the services 

rendered; the rate, unit price and total price of the materials or services: the quantity 

of building materials used during construction; and the date of payment in full by John 

Lloyd. SimilarlY,l.8reements with contractors or vendors also characterize the quality 

of the materials to be used or the work. to be performed (i.e. "the best & most substantial 

materials". "the best work.man-like manner~), and the time period of the construction 

project 

Interspersed among the thousands of bills and receipts are John lloyd's own personal 

~memo books" which provide a special insight to the ongoing repairs and 

improvements at his residence , U'oyd often noted the terms an.d conditions of 

unwritten agreements with his contractors and vendors (i,e, ~I bargained with George 

Brovn 10 build . .. "). as vellas his observations on the time that they devoted 10 the job 

and the quality of their "ork. Since Uoyd also contracted for repairs and 

improvements to other properties which he owned in Alen..ndria, entries in the memo 

boots can often link non-specific bills and receipts directly to the Uoyd House. In 

addition, many entries in the memo boots are crossed out, suggesting that they were 

either accomplished by Uoyd &Ild/or completed by the contractor. 

With the e.ception of four years 0837. 1838. 18~3. 185-1). eoch one of the 22 years that 

john Uoyd occupied the property 083310 1854) has been documented vith references 

10 the historic landscape in the papers at the Library of Coniress. Talten Iogether. they 

provide a framework for understanding the organization, maintenance, and 

improvement of the site's historic landscape during residency of john lloyd. The 

follovinllimeline offers a summary of the pertinent historical information gleaned 

from the bills. receipts. and other historical resources discovered in the john Uoyd 

Papers at the Library of Con,ress. 
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TiaoliJlo of I.aJld.capo Donlop.ul at tho Joha Lloyd Bou .. (Jln - 11)1) 

lIAt ~Ey~.~A~lL-________________________________________ _ 

1832 

1833 

1831 

1835 

1836 

John Lloyd purchases the Lloyd Hou .. at auction on July 18. 1832. 
althouSh Benjamin Hallowell and his school continued to occupy the 
property throulh March 1833. and perhaps through May 1833 or longer. 

During 1832. Lloyd mues improvements 10 an "Alloy" (removing slone 
paving. regrading and repaving with brict.), but it is uncertain whether 
this alley was located on his ne"ly acquired property at Queen and 
Washinglon Streets. 

lim Lloyd did nolacquire Cull tiUe 10 the property until March oC 1835 . 

John Uoyd im.proves the foolwa.ys adjoining his property on Washington 
and Queen Streets. He hires 8. brict mason to remove and regrade the 
existing brict. walks. to repave these areas with paving brick (386 213 
square yards), to install brict. guuers across the pavement. to relocate 
the existing curb sIones Crom Washinglon Streello Queen Street and 10 
insta1190 feet of nev curb stones in front of his house . 

Un-signed agreements also suggest that John Lloyd and Benjamin 
Hallowell "-used the bricks removed from the pavement on Washington 
and Oueen Streets to construct a "brick fence or partition wall" (123 feet . 
S inches long. 6 C .. 16 inches high. and 11 inches thick) between their 
properties. 

In September. Lloyd travels 10 Baltimore. Landreth's in Philadelphia. and 
New York looking "ornamental trees" -- specifically, Linden and 
Ailanthus Trees -- and marble Slops Cor his Cronl door . In December oC 
1833. he purchased 12 "Unden Trees" Crom William Slabler. the owner oC 
an Alexandria" A8rku/tunJ 1'u.-IJouse" Seed S/of'8." 

In addition 10 the .. major improvements, Lloyd also mues repairs 10 the 
interior and the roof of the Privy. the floor of the Stable a.nd the "Boxes 
oC Pump in Yard" , 

Lloyd hires. carpenter. blacksmith and painter 10 construcl and painl 
his front fence and the 12 tree bons ,"wooden guards for his Linden 
trees) on Washinglon Streel. He also hires a mason 10 Cill in two 
[basement?1 windows and to construct a foundation for his steps. It is 
possible that these changes Tiere made to accommodate his nev marble 
Cronl Slops. 

Uoyd repairs the Cencing Cor his 101. 

Brick masons and laborers regrade Lloyd's "bact yard". rebuild the 
cellar door "all. pave the back yard with 100 square yards (oquivrJenllo 
a.n area 30 feet J: 30 reeU of pavins brick, and mate brick gutters . 

7 
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1839 

18~1 

18~2 

18~3 

18H 

1846 

Uoyd pays a carpenter to construct a "Wicker" (lattice?} fence in the 
back yard a.nd a f.nce in the Lot (JlQssibJy the "Grass Lot"). He also poys 
• carpenter and plasterer to construct.1at.h and plaster a "ba.ck shed" in 
front of the kitchen a.nd cellar doors. Another craftsma.n repairs the 
SJlQut and handle for the Pump. 

Uoyd hires ..... raJ painters to paint f.nc.s and Boles (probobJy the 
guards for the 12 linden tre.s) and to yhitev .. h the "[itchen, Stable 6. 
small house adjoining, Smote house &. Store house fence &. east side of 
huness Stable. Small passage &. fence in yard &c &c " and the "outside 
fence" , 

John Uoyd p.ys for carpentry ... ork on his "[itch en" and the "12 tree 
BoIeS (tree guards for his Unden Tre.,1 on W .. hington Street", 

Brick masons pave a guuer for Uoyd. 

Carpenters construct a rough paling fence for Lloyd. 

Uoyd purchases lumber for a "Grape Arbor" at his residence. 

Uoyd rents his "Grass Lor (a one-acre pucet bounded Cameron. 
Columbus, 6. Alfred Streets) to Levi Hurdle, but reserves the right to 
pasture ooe cowan the lot. and to use a shed on the lot as shelter for his 
livestock.. 

Uoyd purch ... , clover and Timothy seed -- probobly for the "Grass Lot"­
-and extends his rental agreement rGrass Lor) with Levi Hurdle for an 
additional 12 month, . 

Carp.nter, construct. "Grape frame" (Grap. Arborl.t the Uoyd 
residence. a. brick mason repairs the cellar steps and cheek valls. and a. 
tinsmith repairs the stahle roof. 

Uoyd purch .... ' ice and stray during summer of 18~~ , sugge,ling the 
existence ofa.n ice house (vhich is confirmed in 18"6) , 

Uoyd purchases S fence posts and 200 pictets. and extends his rental 
agreement (NGrass Lor) with Levi Hurdle for an additional 12 months. 

John Uoyd hires a carpenter to mate repairs at his residence, including: 
o ma.t.ing a.nd setting two Barden ornaments esta.ff ~c caps". possibly a 

trellis or rose pillar); 
o ma.t.ing a fence vith a ca.p from the house to the bact fence; 
o me.king "on ornamental top to fence (diamond york, JlQssibly lattice?1 

finishad vith cap, 6.c, .. tJing up f.nce and nev gate 6.c"; 
o "me.king bock house vith the adjoining f.nce 6. gate"; 
o e .. ing the gate on the W .. hington Street fence; 
o "fixing outside gate [to or in the 71 bock yord"; 
o righting and securing the fence between the house and pa.ntry; 
o securing paneled fascia on the long passage. north side of the back 

building (kitchen ?); 
o constructing a nev door frame door for the ice house; 
o repairing the casings for the cellar door; and 
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1818 -1819 

1850 

1851 

o repairing the roor or his office. 

John Lloyd receives construction estimates for tva brick walls -- one 37 
reet long. 6 liZ reet high. and the other <IZ reet long. 8 reet high. Itis 
uncertain. however, "hether these walls were to be built at the Lloyd 
House, or whether they vere ever constructed. 

Tu bill for 1850 reveals that John lloyd owned'" sla.ves: the use or 
function of the slaves is not stated. 

During the winter, John lloyd purchases 1 bushels or potalOes. 16 
bushels or turnips. and 50 cebbages. The large quantities or these 
vegetables, which are characteristic of Lloyd's food purchases in other 
years, suggest that he is not growing these vegetables, which vere 
dietary sIaples during the 19th-century, on the grounds or his 
Washington Street residence. 

John lloyd dies on July ZZ, 1851 at the age or 79. 
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SicoifitO" of Research findiocs. The loho lloyd PIDers 

In our initial report to the Garden Club last December, we indicated that research 

efforts to date had pointed up more questions than answers about the historic landscape 

at the Lloyd House, such as: 

o Where did the "ice house", mentioned in an 1824 description of the property, stand 

relative to known features lite the kitchen, stable and well? 

o What other ~necessary out houses" might have been part of the ensemble -- a 

smoke house, woodshed, privy? 

o Was the yard paved with cobbles or brick, or simply maintained as trodden earth? 

o How would structures, yards and enclosures have contributed to the geometric 

organization and compartmentalization that was characteristic of virtually all late-

18th century and early-19th century town properties? 

o Was the entire 52-foot by 123-foot lot (south of the house) devoted to garden 

purposes or only a portion of the lot? 

o Was the garden . . . traversed by paths of grave!. shell. sod or soil? 

, .. enclosed with a v&1l, fence or paling? 

.. . ornamental or utilit&riaJl? 

Fortunately, our research into the John Lloyd Papers at the Library of Congress has 

been able to answer some of these questions. Here are a few of the answers: 

o..tbuildia,.: 

Historical descriptions of the Uoyd property noted in our previous report revealed that 

there were at least 2 brick outbuildings on the site -- a kitchen house and a stable -­

plus a large ice house. which may also have been built of brick. Recenlly discovered 

reference, in the John Lloyd Papers, however, 5O"est that tho grounds surrounding 

the Uoyd Bouse may have contained as many as 11 or more outbuildings. including: 

o a kitchen house, or "back building", with a long passage on the north side; there 

are also references to a "back house" and a -small passage ... in the yard"; 

o a shed or "back shed" (constructed 1836) in front of the kitchen and cellar door; 

10 
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o a stable; 

o & harness stable; 

o a small house adjoining the stable (in addition w the harness stable); 

o a smoke house; 

o a store house ..... hich may.ha.vo abo been referred to as the "pantry", or as the 

Mlarge pantry" which was removed in 1846; 

o 8Jl ice bouse: 

o an office (possibly a separate building, 8. wing on the house or kitchen house. or a 

room in the upper floors afthe house); 

o a grape arbor or grape frame; and 

o a privy. 

Although it may seem un1ik.ely that lIar more structures (plus the Lloyd House) could 

have existed on John Lloyd's relatively small lot (! 12 feet x 123 feet), a few points must 

be kept in mind, 

(1) all of the outbuildings may not have existed on the site at the same time; 

(2) they Yere all not separate, free-standing structures; in fact. most were probably 

attached to the residence. the kitchen house or to one another; and 

(3) many of the outbuildings vere small. perhaps no larger than 12 feet 112 feet. 

Unfortunately, the information obtained in the John Lloyd Papers is not sufficient to 

pin-point the location of all the "necessary out houses" , Although the relative 

locations of several outbuildings can be inferred from the historical descriptions. the 
placement of:S significlUlt structures -- notably the smokehouse. the ice house. the 

privy. the store house/p&ntry and the office -- remains a mystery. Additional archival 

research. archaeological investigations. and &nalysis of historic visual resources 

(maps, plans and photographs) will be needed if the architectural configuration of the 

property is w be more fully understood. 

Surprisingly, the John Lloyd Papers elamined W date contain few references w 
significant ornamental Or utilitarian garden structures -- sucb as a greenbouse. 

conservatory, potting shed, cold frame, or garden pavilion/gazebo, Notable elceptions 

include the grape arbor or grape frame constructed in 18«, and a pair of garden 

ornaments ("Slaffs &c caps", possibly treilises or rose pillars) constructed in 1Mb. 

11 
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Eac1oJUr8S, Land Uses aad c..p&rtaontaHzatioll: 

Our understanding of the enclosures. land uses, and compartmentalization of the Lloyd 

property during the tventy year period from 1832 to 1852 has been greaUy enhanced 

by numerous historical references discovered in the John Uoyd Papers. We .now know 

that the elisting brick vall along the south side of the property vas constructed in 1833 

to separate the grounds of the Uoyd residence from the grounds of Benjamin 

Hallowell's School yhicb had been relocated that summer from the Uoyd House to a. 

sugar refinery and varehouse building direcUy south of Woyd's property. The 

following year, Lloyd constructed a wooden fence and gate along Washington Street. 

and in 1836, built a 

built a "Wicker" Ipossibly lattice! fence and 8ate in his "back yard", probably alon8 the 

Queen Street property line. Tbe construction date a.nd materials for any fences along 

the vestern boundary of the property are uncertain, although a "rough palinlg! fence" 

constructed in 18«2 may be the Mba.ck fence" mentioned in an 18.0(6 reference. 

In addition to perimeter fences and walls. it appears that Lloyd constructed or repaired 

a number of internal fences which sub-divided his property into specialized la.nd uses 

or compartments. There are references to a "Small passage &fence in yard", "Making 

a fence with a iorna.m.ental] ca.p from the house to the back fence", and "securing fence 

between the house and pantry". Unfortunately, the location of these fences -- like the 

outbuildings that were often associated with them -- remain unclear at this time. We 

tan tonfirm, however, that the area diretUy behind (west) of the house and north of 

the kitchen house vas called the "back yard", and that Lloyd re-graded and paved this 

area vith 100 square yards of paving brick (equivalent to a 30 feet x 30 feet area) in 
1836. It is also possible that the ~back yard" contained one or tvo small outbuildings-­

possibly a pantry or store room -- in addition to the ~bact. shed" near the kitchen an.d 

cellar door. 

Historical references in the john Uoyd Papers also suggest that the "bact. yard" -­

vhich vas probably devoted to domestic activities, such cleaning and preparing food, 

laundering, etc, -- vas distinct and separate from the "yard" that contained the pump. 

Since archaeology has pin-pointAld the location of a veil "est of the kitchen and south 

of the former stable complex, it is likely that the "yard" surrounding this yell/pump 

"as devoted to a variety of utilitarian activities, such the care and feeding of livestock, 

the slaughtering of small animals (pigs, fovl. etc.) for food, and perhaps some limited 

agriCUlture/gardening. It is possible thatt.he "grape arbor" or "grape fnune" was 
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&Uached to one of the outbuildings in the "YlU'el". and that the "Smoke house &: Store 

house fence" partially defined the perimeter of this area. This area may have also 

occasionally been the home of Uoyd's "co,,", "hich he grazed off-site on his "Grass Lot" 

-- located one block ID the "est bet"een Columbus, Cameron and Alfred Streets. 

Unfortunately, the john Uoyd papers have offered very liUle information ID confirm 

or refute the 1824 reference ID" .,ood,.,wQ" located on the property, or the 1871 

reference to "WI" yards OD JlJ6 nst aDd soutIJ ritIJ 1nJMS. fruit /.rr,J(ts ud Donn." 

In 18'1 and several other years, Uoyd purchased a "inter supply of potatoes, cabbages, 

and turnips, suggesting that his garden "as not devoted ID the production ofvegelables 

Cor off-season domestic consumption . Since grapes and fruit trees were already ..,ell­

established on the site by 182-4 . one might not elpect to find orders for fruil trees or 

grape vines during John Lloyd's residency. Yet. we never discovered .. Single order for 

flower seeds. vegetable seeds. or young plants -- materials that were typically 

purchased annually to sustain "a good garden" . 

Tho", is also nota single reference to a "garden", a "garden wal1" or "Iarden fence" in 
the John Lloyd Papers . In fact. the word ",uden M appears only twice in the lOO-plus 

references discovered to date. Both references occur in the same document -- an 1846 

bill and receipt from & carpenter for preparing "lfYO suIT itc aps (I&f'den OrA6JDel1tsJ 

and for M tro ,"'11 OrD6JDeAts JJlMle &- SI1I" . These MornamentsM were probably large 

wooden trellises or pillars which were commonly used during the mid-19th century to 

support ornamental vines or climbing roses. Although the presence of these 

structures on the site &UeSllO Lloyd's interest in ornamen18l1andscape gardening, 

their vague description offers us fev clues to understand their placement IUld desi,o 
effects in the la.D.dscape seWng for the Uoyd House . 

IronicallY, the bills and receipts discovered ID date at the Library of Con,re .. tell us 

more about the landscape seWng on the outside of the Uoyd property, rather tha.a the 

~. We now know that John Uoyd began a.n extensive program of improvements 

around the perimeter of his residence shorUy after purchasing the property in July of 

1832, including: marble steps at his front door: ne" slone curbs and welve Linden 

Streets ("ith "ooden "tree boxes· or guards) in front of his house and lot: ne" brick 

Plving and guue ... for the .ide"alb along Queen and l'ashin,lDn Streets; plus a ne" 

"front fence" and gate, Clearly, Lloyd"as concerned about the ouward appearance of 

his property, and he in .... sted a areatdeal of time and money ID make them attractivelD 

13 



II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

the public. One tan only speculate at this time, hovever, whether he was equally 

concerned about the beauty and utility of the landscape within his fences and walls. 

RISTO.leAL RESEA.CU -- OTHEI SOU.CES: 

In addition to researching the John Lloyd Papers. DOELL & DOELL reviewed the 

following historical resources provided by Mrs. Smith for information pertaining to 

the landscape history of the Lloyd House. Thi. information "as then analyzed and used 

by DOELL & DOELL to help prepare a base map and three site plans (EIistinc Conditions. 

Site Analysis. and Proposed 1m Archaeolon S\raIeIY) of the Lloyd House. 

o Reductions of Coptra.ct Construction Draviols of Woyd House Gardens (5 sheets) 
Prepared by the City of Ale<andria. Virginia - Dept. ofTransportation and 
Environmental Serv .. Contract - M-IS-SO. S/IS/SO. This set of drawings contains: 

Sheet 1/5 Cover Sheet/Location Map 

Sheet 215: Removal Plan; dales not legible (10 scale plan) 

Sheet 3/5: Site Plan 7/1411980 (to scale plan; surveyed by SCHNICK 11/2/197S; 
Design 7IWI980; Dravn 7/17/19S0) 

Sheet 1/5 Landscape Plan S/IO/I980 (to scale plan. w/proposed plant list) 

Sheet 5/5; Details & Quantities 7/17/1980 (Details and material quantities list) 

o 1960 Dhotogrammetric survey maD of Alexandria. Va, 
Compiled by Fairchild (Scale: 1:1200.2 foot contour interval) 
Two prints; Doe a non-staJed enlargement 

o Aerial photoscaph of AleDJldria, Virginia. circa 1960 
Source and scale nol provided 

o May 1973 photogrammeLric survey mlp of Alexandria va. 
Prepared by Photo Science Inc. (Scale: I inch -100 feet. 2 foot contour interval) 
Two prints; one a non-scaled enlargement 

o March 10, 1986 Dhoto.uammetric survey map of Alexandria. Va. 
Prepared by PSI. (Scale: 1 inch ·100 feet. 2 foot contour interval) 
Tva prints; one a non-scaled enlargeme.o.t 

o Reduction ot Plot pl,n, Lloyd HoUse. Historic American Buildinc Survey (undated) 
Sheet I of IS; James B. Miller. delineator. (Scale: I inch ·10 feet; reduced) 

o Property line surveys of parcels located on the north half of the block bounded by 
North Washington. Queen. North Columbus and Cameron Streets in Alelandri •. Va. 
Tvenly-one sheets from the period 1912 - 1986. (Scale: I inch· 20 feet) 
Prepared by Edvard S. Holland. Professional Civil Engineer and Certified Land 
Surveyor, Alemndria., Virginia. 
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AaCH"&OLCMOIC"L RESEAICH "T THE LLOYD BOUSE 

In Detember of 1989. DOELL 6< DOELL approached Steve Shephard of Alezudri. 
A.rcIJMIOJolY concerning the prospect of conducting a limited archaeological program 

at the Lloyd house ,arden site during the summer of 1990. Although he indicated that 

his office had already selected 111e BuylJood HOlll6 of'Ro1JertE. LH IS its primary site 

for the 1990 ..... n. he su"ested that itmieht be possible to conduct a very limited 

testing program at the Lloyd House durine the summer. In June of this year. Mr. 
Shephard confirmed that an archaeological survey of the Lloyd House landscape was 

tentatively sch.duled for the first tvo w •• ks of July. and that the Olcavations would be 

carried out by a team of amateur archaeologists worting under his supervision . 

In preparation for this field work. and at the reque.t of Mr. Shephard. DOELL 6< DOELL 

reviewed all ~istorical and archaeological research pertaining to the Lloyd House 

landscape . This was dODe in order to develop realistic goa1s and objectives. as ""ell as 

high-probability test locations. ror the archaeological survey program. SubsequenUy. 
DOELL 6< DOELL prepared ... ries of plans ([sistine Conditions Plan . Site Analysis Plan . 
and Propoad 1990 ArChHOiocy Skatecy: pJeue see APPENDIX A) which helped 10 

summarize the site's landscape history and our archaeological objectives for 1990. 

Working in collaboration with Steve Shephard. DOELL 6< DOELL identified an 

archaeological strategy that was designed to accomplish the following goals and 

objectives within the 6-day testing period: 

(I) to obtain a representative sample of soil stratieraphy throughout the site. 

includine areas south of the Lloyd House and the kitchen house site. the courtyard 

west of the house, and areas vest. oC the stable house site; 

(2) to obtain a.n overviev oC historic land uses and compartmentalization throughout 

the Uoyd House site. with a. p&rticular emphasis on historic lardens; 

(3) to test hypotheses concerning the historic landscape at the Lloyd House. 

specifically: 

• Was the area south of the Uoyd House and the t..it.chen house site cultiva.ted as a 

garden during the Lloyd residency? 

• Did this area rise in an. even atade from the Washinaton Street fence. or did it 
step-up in terraces or "f&11s" ",hich coincided with increases in the height of 
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the brick wall and changes in the &f'chitecture of the Uoyd House. the kitchen 
house and/or other outbuildings? 

• Was the area vest of the Uoyd House. north of the kitchen house site. and east 

of the stable house site originally cultivated as a garden or used as .. driveway 

or courtyard during the Uoyd residency? If the1atter. vhat material (swept 

dirt, brick. stone pavers. etc.) covered its surface? 

• Does a large rectilinear depression (8' 118') in the turf south of the kitchen 

house site mark the location of a former Uoyd outbuilding, garden pattern, or 

other 19th-century land use? 

• Did a path parallel to the south facade of the Uoyd House link a gate on 

Washington Street vith the kitchen house? 

W to identify areas of the Uoyd House site or related hypotheses which require 

additional archaeological study beyond the scope of this limited testing program. 

The scheduled archaeological field work was conducted over WD 3-day periods on July 

~-7th and }uly 12-Hth. I990. Weather vas typical for Alexandria during the month of 

}uly -- hazy sunshine. high temperatures ranging from 85-100 degrees and very high 

relative humidity . Although the extreme heat on several days probably reduced the 

productivity of the erey, it was the heavy rains associated with late afternoon and 

evening thunderstorms which most affected the york. On several occasions. 

archaeological trenches filled vith vater. obliterating crisp soil profiles and turning 

hard clay into soupy mud. In order to accomplish the established york scope, Mr. 

Shephard eltended the 6-day survey period to include tvo additional Saturdays during 

the second half of July . 

Gerald Doell vas present at the Uoyd House site on a1l6 days of the initial field vork 

period, meetin, with Steve Shephard and his creY, assessing and interpreting 

archaeological flOdingS. photographing trench profiles and features of note. and re­

assessing priorities and strategies in light of archaeological and archival findings. 

weather co.o.ditio.o.s and time 1i.m..itations. 

In summary. a total of 10 trenches vere opened at the Uoyd House site. e.posing 

approximately 73 square feet of surface area. Each trench vas assigned a permanent 

reference number (eg. ~ n) which indicated its location north/south and east/vest 

on a grid system for the site established by Steve Shephard. The zero point for the grid 
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system (NO WO) yas mablish.d as a point approlimately 8 C •• t y.st oC lb. Washinston 

Stre.t C.nc., and 6 C •• t Crom lb. brick vall . 

Pl .... reCer to lb. auached plan (Fisure 1) yhich illustrates Ibe trench locations 

excavated by A1~Z&Ddri.A.rcllMOIQlTdurinl July of 1990. A brief description of the 

archaeolosical objectives and findinss for e&ch trench are listed belov: 

Courtyard IIId Stabl. Area: 

.'0 n This test unit yas elcavated to look for evidence of a path vhich may have 
extended Crom a gate in Ibe Washington Street fence to Ibe kitch.n house 
or a wing / attachment to the Uoyd House. No evidence of 8. 19th-century 
path "as found. only a poured concrete retaining vall of 20th-century 
origin indicating Ibat Ibis site vas heavily distorbed. Additional testing is 
yarnnted to confirm or refute the presence of this path. 

1171 "'5~ This small test unit on the brick courtyard vest of the m&nsion vas 
excavated to determiDe "hether this area ",as used as a garden , drive or 
courtyard. The results vere inconclusive. however. since a layer of dirt 
and sand vas found beneath lb. modern brick, 2 inch.s of sand miled wilb 
concrete. and 3 iJu:hes of asphalt. 

191 .. ,~ Placed on-line with an opening in a brick vall which formerly stood on the 
Qu.en Street property line, Ibis trench vas elcavated to look Cor evidence 
of. path or walrway to the t..itchen house and /or evidence of a brick 
courtyard. It is highly likely Ibat a portion of Ibe paving brick from John 
Uoyd's "bact. yard" 'Was discovered in this area approximately 5-6 inches 
bene&tb the modern brick leveL since ashes and 19th century household 
debris lie b.neath Ibem. 

." WI J 3 This test unit vest of the stabJe site vas excavated to determine whether an 
alley or drive eliSf.ed in this location during the 19th-century. Since soil 
levels vere very Ibin and contained an abundance of 201b century 
materials, the results were inconclusive. 

South of the .t.itchen house site: 

.13 .73 

.20.53 

.20.73 Th ... Ibree test pits v.re elcavated near a rectangular depression in Ibe 
turf direcUy soulb of Ibe kitchen house site speculated to be lb. localion of 
• former outbuilding. The results .... re inconclusive, hov.ver, and failed to 
shov any evidence of a structure . Additional testing is varranted to assess 
the ttawre and origin of this depression. 

South of the UOId Hous: 

57.33 This test unit vas elcavated at Ibe base oC Ibe brick vall along Ibe soulbern 
property line, at a point vhere Ibe vall stepped-Up 15 inches in height. It 
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yas hoped that the excavation might determine the construction date for 
the vall (probably 1833, the Uoyd Papers), the presence ofa garden in this 
area, and the historic grade of the property <i.e. terraces or a gradual rise) . 
Unlike many other areas of the site. the soils in this trench vere deep. 
seemingly undisturbed. and contained some 19th-century artifacts (a mini­
ball, a bone ring) , No evidence of any terracing vas detected. Additional 
testing is varranted ID assess the extent of these "undisturbed" soils and 
their possible association with historic lardening 0.0 the property. 

.9 .. 2S This di&gona.l trench vas eJ'cavated to investigate whether rem.na.n.ts of an 
orna.mental garden (paths, planting beds, etc,) vere located in this area 
directly south of the Uoyd House. No such evidence vas found . 

X16 'I'll Like the previous test unit (N9 W 2~), this diagonal trench vas elcavated ID 
determine vhether remnants of an orna.mental garden (paths, planting 
beds, etc.) vere located directly south of the Uoyd House . A narrow, tinear 
soil strata (running east-vest) composed of pebbles embedded in clay vas 
discovered in this trench. with deeper. more organic soils adjoining the 
cay/ pebble strata on the north . Since both soil types lie just above sterile 
soil, it is likely that they date from the initial development of the property 
in the late-18th or early 19th-century. It is even possible that the 
pebble / clay soils may be the remnants of an unusual type of. path vhile 
the organic soils may mart the location of a planting bed. Additional 
archaeological testing in this &rea is warranted to assess the nature. extent 
and origin of these features and their possible association with historic 
gardening on the property. 

In summary, the limited testing progra.m conducted by A16nDdriA Arch#OlolIY at the 

Uoyd House in july of 1990 successfully accomplished most of the goals and objectives 

identified by DOELL" DOELL and archaeologist Steve Shephard. Although it vould have 

been exciting and rewarding for everyone involved with the project to have uncovered 

a significant portion of john Uoyd's garden during the july field vort, this did not 

occur. Tbere vere. however. a number of interesting discoveries which may lead us 
directly to the garden in subsequent olcavations. 

By its very nature. archaeological testing is similar to assem.bling & .large jig-saw 

pUzzle. We may have already uncovered several parts of the garden, but the pieces of 
the ·puzzle" are so small that ye cannot comprehend the "big picture", Consequently, 

the Garden Club should not be discouraged by vhat may appear, to !lOme, as a1&ct of 

poSitive results, It is important ID remember that the july testing progra.m uncovered 

only about6{) square feet of ,round -- or rouchly I" -- .fthe possible Uoyd ,arden 

site . In other words. 99-& of the presumed carden site remains to be nplored; Yith 

additional testing, it i> highly litely that remnant. of John Uoyd', garden vill be 

found . 
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For a more complete discussion of the 1990 archaeological testing program and an 

interpretation of the results. pIe ... refer to APPENDIX B .. hich contains a copy of the 
Field Report on the 1990 Archuological ElClyations at the Woyd House , July 1990 

prepared by Sten Shephard for ,y,_dri. Ar<b_log. (FORTHCOMING) 

HOlE: If necessary and appropriate. this section of the report.ill be revised upon 
receipt of Steve Shephard's Field Repoct on the 1990 eIcavations at the Uoyd 
House conducted by ,y.DUltiri. ArcIJuoloKY. 

FIELD OBsEIYATIO.S AT THE LLOYD BOUSE 

In addition to researching the history of &0. historic landscape and investigating its 

archaeological features. it is equally important to identify and record the existing or 

"as found" condition of the landscape. Ideally. it is best to begin this IaSk .. ith a 

current and accurate topographic site survey drawn at a scale of 1 inch · 10 Ceet and a 

contour interval of 1 foot or less. plus spot elevations. Since this type of m.ap did not 

elist for the Lloyd House property. ho .. ever. DOELL 6. DOELL had to improvise -­

compiling an interim base map from a number of contemporary and historic sources, 

including: 

o "restoration plans" for the property prepared by by Macomber. Curtice and 

Slaymaker during the mid-1970s; 

o 1980 Contract Construction Dra .. ings for the Lloyd House Garden prepared by the 

City of Alexandria. Department of Transportation; 

o and a 1~6 property line survey of the Lloyd House prepared by EdYard S. Holland. 

I a local surveyor. 

I 
I 
I 

• 
I 

During the morning hours of each day from July ~-7 and July 12-H. 1990. Gerald Doell 

used this base map (despite its lact of topography and inherent inaccuracies) to record 

fiold observations at the Lloyd House. Using a IOO-foot lape moasure to trian,ulate from 

kno .. n points of ",ference. Doell plouod the location of all landscape fealures on the 

site. including all structures (buildings . ... all •. fences). vegetation. circulation systems. 

utilities. site furniture (benches. lighting. signs. etc). anomalies (mounds. depressions. 

etc.). and miscellaneous cultural features (pavin, pauerns. flo .. or bods. etc.). The 

height. spread. and diameter (or calipor) and condition of all trees and shrubs .. ere also 

19 



r· 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

noted. Color photographs {slides} yere aJso taken to document noteworthy features and 

the overall charuter of th. site. In addition. landscape features in th. public rights­

of-way &lon,Washin,ton and Qu •• n Stre.ts adjoinin,the Lloyd House .... re &Iso 

observed and recorded. 

Althoueh most 1a.ndscape features presently on the site appear to date from "restoration 

pro,,,,,,s" of the 1960s.1970s. or 1980s. a f.w f.atures are worthy of note sinc.they 

.... y date from th. Lloyd residency: 

o briCk nU aloAI the southern property line . 

Historic&l references in the john Lloyd Papers su".st that this 116-foot lon, w&ll 

was constructed by John Lloyd in 1833 to separate th. grounds of his residence 

from the grounds of Benjamin HaIlow.ll·s school. An abundance of soft. otange. 

deteriorating bricks in the "all also support historical evidence that the vall lias 

parti&lly constructed from bricks removed from the "fooways" &long Que.n and 

Washington Streets in 1833. SiJni1&rly. numerous hand-made square nails are set 

(not driven) into th. mort&r of th. w&ll. suuestingthat they w.r. install.d at th' 

time of construction . Most of the nails are C01lcentrated in the vestern third of the 

wall. and may have been used to train and support ornamental plants. such as 

vines, roses, or espaliered fruit trees . There are also a number of small iron loops 

set into th. mort&r of the w&ll approIimalely 4 feet from its e&Stern end &longth. 

Washington Stroet. 

o remna.nts of a Dictet fence ill the brick yall . 

A piece of wood securely embedded in the north side of the brick "all (17 courses 

above the ,rade of the side"aJ.t.) near Washington Street appears to be a remnant 

of an ornamental rail for a picket fen co. Similarly. an empty poctet in the ",all 

(27 courses abov.the ,tad. of the sidew&lk) has an identical profile to the wooden 

stub . Due to the e:rcellenl condition of the ",ood and the presence of a small amount 

of paint on its surface. it is likely that the rail dates from the 20th centucy -­

probably the picket fence pictured in • 1963 new.p.per article about the Lloyd 

Bouse. Since there is a chance that it may date from the Uoyd residency. however. 

the wooden remnant is ""rthy of note and further study. 
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o J jaden tree on Washin,t.oQ Street. 

In 1333, John Lloyd planted 12 "Linden Trees" along the frontage of his property 

on Washington Street. Today, only one Linden stands in front of the Lloyd House, 

and it is highly likely that this tree is either one of the origin&l. twelve lindens, or 

a 19th century rep1a.cement. Historic photographs from the turn-of-lhe-cenlury 

document 4 mature deciduous trees planted in front of the Lloyd House, "ith one 

tree standing in the same location as the OIisting Linden, Similarly, nevspaper 

photographs and the HABS site plan document a single mature tree in this location 

circa 1960. 

The tree in question may be a Little-leaf linden. a variety introduced to America 

from Europe early in Colonial times and k.nown for its slow growth and relatively 

small size compared with other lindens. Aside from the inherent growth 

characteristics of Little-leaf lindens. a number of other factors may account for 

the tree's relatively small size (18 inches in diameter: 22 foot spread), including : 

root and branch competition from other trees which were originally planted about 

12 feel to either side; harsh urban growing conditions {brict and asphalt 

pavement, sum..m.er heat., underground utilities. etc,}; and stunted growth due to old 

age, disease and crown damage. 

In an effort to confirm the age of the Linden, DOELL 6< DOEll contacted the City of 

Alexandria's arborist (Mr. john Noelle) and requested that the tree be cored with 

a.o. incremental borer so its a.o.nual growth rings could be counted. Mr. Noelle 

declined to perform these. services. however. citing a lack of ma.o.power and 

equipment in his office. as well as his concern for the health of the tree following 

the core sample. ConsequeJltly. the age of the tree remains in the realm of 

speculation . 

21 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

RESTOIJIG THE LLOYD BOUSE LAIDSCAPE: THE IIEIT STEPS 

In our initial report ID the Garden Club of Alexandria (December 1989). DOELL 6< DOELL 

DuWned a series of "next steps" or recommendations for a research program designed 

ID help the Garden Club limit conjecture in restoring the landscape setting for the 

Uoyd House. Since many of the "steps" outlined in 1989 "ere either partially or fully 

accomplished by the Garden Club andlor DOELL 6< DOELL during the first half of 1990. 

the foUowing section provides an up-dated list of "nen steps" ID guide site. archival. 

and archaeological research in the months ahead. 

Liaitipc CoAjectpre \broach ![chaa! IOHarch: 

Archival research over the past year has been highly successful-- yielding more 

detailed information about the historic landscape at the Lloyd House than anyone could 

have ever anticipated. Nevertheless, significant gaps in understatlding of the site 's 

landscape history still remain . Before the Garden Club of AleIalldria can begin ID plan 

and implement a landscape restoration program at the Lloyd House. a number of 

promising historical sources should be examined: 

o DlE JOUN WID PAP£BS AI THE LIBRARY Of CONGRESS: 

I Without question. researching the John Lloyd Papers for references ID the hislDric 

I 
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landscape should be given highest priority. To date. only '0" of the bills and 

receipts in this collection have been examined by DOaL 6. DOaL or by Mr. 6. Mrs. 

Smith. Since over 100 significant landscape references vere discovered in that 

portion of the Uoyd papers, it is conceivable that an equal number of important 

entries might be found in the remaining bills and receipts. Similarly. less than 

25~ of the relevant papers in the manuscript collection has been emmined. An 

additional 13 bound volumes C·+C. - *:56) varrant careful study in conjunction vith 

the finandal records. 

Particular care should be given to bills and receipts for 1837. 1838. 1853. 185~. since 

landscape references for these years have yet to be located. Even bundles that 

appear to contain mostly bills and receipts for the years prior ID 1832 should he 

very carefully examined, since they may contain an extraneous document from 

another time period. As an example. while re$Oarchina the landscape hislDry of a 

mid-19th century property in vestern Nev Yort State, ve discovered an untitled 
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plan for the estate', vegetable garden on the reverse side of a poem in a 'W'011-

organized m&.Duscript collection at the University of Rochester. Who knows what 

might be discovered amid the un catalogued bills and receipts in the Uoyd Papers? 

In researching the John Uoyd Papers for historic landsca.pe references. it is 

essential to consider the entire lAndscape setting at. the Uoyd House. not just the 

,arden or the plants that it contained. To do othe""ise may ignore essential bits of 

information necessary to understand the organization. function and design of the 

entire property. References to sorvice areas (courtyards. laundry yards, poultry 

yards, etc.), outbuildings (privies, yoodsheds. smoke houses, barns, etc,). structures 

(fences. valls. gates, arbors, etc.> and circulation systems (drives, paths, etc'> -- as 

yeLl as the activities that look place in or Deat' these features -- are very important 

if the landscape history of the entire site is to be fully understood. It may also be 

worthwhile to note Lloyd's grocery a.nd food purchases. Chances are, be would not 

be buying substantial quantities of fruits and vegetables that he was growing in 

his garden. Finally. the Garden Club should not be discouraged that numerous 

references to Lloyd's "garden" or bills and receipts for seeds, plants or garden 

supplies have nol been discovered as yelo Since this part of the collection has nol 

been indeled or catalogued, there is a chance that all the "garden" receipts are 

segregated into a separate bundle that has nol been examined as yelo 

Ideally. research into the John Uoyd Papers should be undertaken by a garden 

historian or similarly-qualified scholar familiar with the technical and 

horticultural terminology of the period. 19th-century garden design and practices. 

as well as language conventions. abbreviations and hand-writing styles of the 

time. Accurate record-keeping is also essential in order to maintain a complete 

inventory of all the papers that have been reviewed, the contents of each 

document, and their relevance to the site's landscape history. In this way. 

subsequent researchers"ill not have to rotrace the researcher's steps in locating 

a particular leuer, invoice or quotation of value. 
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o LAND RECORDS: 

Because parcels are .enera11y dimensioned &1ld described in deeds Illd leases. land 
records may reveal important additional information about the historic landscape 
features. structures and land uses 'Fithin the Uoyd house lot. Although the direct 

chip of tiUe for the Uoyd property is relatively complete (j .e. materials prepared 

by T. Michael ldiJJer and Ethelyn Col) . the land records 'Fhich docum.nt the 

subdivision of the block by John Uoyd and his h.irs (1833-1918) 'Farrant 

inv.stigation. as do the de.ds and I .... s for adiecent parcels. including Uoyd's 

"Grass Lot" . ParticullU' allention should be given to the parcel or plU'cels owned by 

BenjlJllin Hallow.lI after 1832. and the lots o'Fned by Jacob Hoffman (1810 to 182~) 

and Elizabeth T. Hooe (l82~ to 1832). Land records for the parcels I .... d by George 

Summers and john Dowdall should also be studied for references to their historic 

land uses . Similarly. the relationship of the Uoyd landholdings to alate-18th 

century "rope 'Fait" (which 10''' located on the northwest quadrant of the bloct) 

also merits &ttention . 

A number of other land records on file in local governmental offices may prove to 

be helpful in documenting the landscape history of the Uoyd House. They include: 

• the notes of current and/or former abstra.ctors in the county land records 

office; 

• tu assessment and payment records. particularly any unique local taxes that 

may be relevant to the landscape; 

• construction a.od demolition permits; and 
• public utility improvements (i .e . yater. sewer, electric. 1&5, telephone) and 

municipal service improvements (SidewaJis. street lighting. curbs. trees. etc.); 

o flWi AND HOUSEHOLD INVENTORIES: 

Wills, household inventories and other estate papers often provide d.tailed 

descriptions of historic 1a.ndscapes, particularly if the property WIS to be sub­

divided lJIIon. h.irs to the estate . In addition, Iandscap.-related personal 

property, such as.ardenin. tools and .quipm.nt, .arden furniture . and liv.stock 

are often itemized and described. It is therefore essential that the wills and 

inventories of Mrs. James B. Hoot. John and Ann HarrioUe Uoyd. and the Lloyd 

heirs be located a.nd examined for clues to domestjc atld "ricultural operations at 

the Uoyd House. 
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o MISC5I.l.ANtiOUS fEDERAL. STATE AND LOCAL GoVERNMENT RECORDS: 

A variety of other historic resources held by governmental &gencies may also 

provide important information on the landscape history of the Lloyd House . They 

include: 

• federal and state census records. including agricultural census records. if 

available . These materials may not only indicate the annual production of crops 

and livestock 00 the property. but also the occupation of any slaves of servants 

(i.e. "gardener"). 

• fustonc American BoUdin, Survey (HABS) . 

It is believed thai the Lloyd House vas documented by the Historic American 

Building Survoy in tholaie-I950s, although their "Plot Plan" of the site i. not 

dated. Their field records and enerior photographs of the Lloyd House, 

however, may provide additional information concerning the function and 

character of this landscape during the mid-20th century. 
• Aleuodria Architectural Boud ofReyiev. 

This office may hold site plans and and land surveys related to the construction 

of an office tower proposed for the Uoyd House site by businessman/developer 

Robert V. Ne" circa 1963. 

• Alexandria BeAUtification Commission: 

This office may hold existing conditions plans of Ute lloyd House property 

contemporaneous vith .knovn "restoration plans" prepared by Ute following 

individuals and/or firms circa. 1975: 

o Walter M. Macomber and Catoll C. Curtic. (8 / 15/1973 and 711975) 

o Clarke V. Slaymaker (9 / 6/ 19n) 

• City of Alexa.odria Planning Dep&rt.ment: 

Photographically reduced prints (microfilm?) of the 1980 Contract Construction 

Drayings (or the Uovd House Gardens Yere obtained from the City of Aleundria 

Planning Department in March of 1990. Unfortunately, the topographic 

information on the .. plans is partially illegible. If enlargements of the plans 

(scal.: I inch . 10 feet> can be prepared from any originals Dr microfilm copies 

"hich may exist, it may not be necessary for the Garden Club to prepare a nev 

topographic survey of the site. 
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I i-iliAC CtAieetv" Llana.h AtebHolo.y: 

Without question. additional archaeology is an important "nexl step" for limiting 

conjecture in the restoration of the Uoyd House ,anlen. Since 99" of the po"'ntial 

,anlen si ... remains to be .. plored archaeolo,ically. the landscape itself may offer the 

[!(hestand most complete record of its history. 

As"e noted in our previous report. archaeololY may reveal important information 

about the layout, design and detail of the Uoyd Bouse garden. Determining the extent 

of cultivation could yield the overall dimensions of the garden. the configuration of its 
planting beds, and the alignment and construction of its pa.ths. Soil stains ma.y reveal 

the sites of fruit trees a.nd grape vines Doted in several 19th-century accounts, "hile 

post molds could indicate the nature and type of lucien enclosures or perhaps the 

location of the ",arden ornaments" constructed e.nd I8ton the property in 1846. 

Similarly. foundations or rums of foundations may mark the site of missing 

QutbuHdinls liko the ice house, smokehouse. storehouse. privy aDd office . Artifacts 
found within the larden site may also help to resolve the confusion about which 

,anlen to restore -- the c. 1820 garden of Jacob Hoffman. the c. 180W aarden of John 

Lloyd. or the late-19th century ,arden of Lloyd's children . 

To ,uide the Garden Club of A1el&11dria in underlaking an archaeology program at the 

Lloyd House. DOELL 6. DOELL off.r the foUowing recommendations: 

o No additional1andscape archaeoloay should b. conduc ... d at the Lloyd House until 

III archival research hasb.en compl .... d. particularly. the John Lloyd Papers at 

the Library of Conaress. There is a sIrong chaoce that important information will 

be discovered amon. the lloyd Papers or other historic resources (deeds, "ills, 

etc.) that may accurately locate the Uoyd ,arden si ... and/or describe the,anlen's 

character. Such discoveries would .not o.nly enable the archuoioaists to target 

their exc&vatio.ns to high-priority areas &ad lallor their techniques to the suit the 

anticipated features. they could also reduce the amount of tim. (and money) 

n .. ded to conduct the archaeololY pro,ram. Similarly. additional hisWric 

informatio.n could also protect a significa.nt portio.n of the site's sub-surface 

cultural features from unnecnsa.ry destruction by superfluous archaeology. 
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o The Garden Club should encou",e Al6nDdri. Arch_IDlY It> conduct their 1991 

archaeological field school at the Uoyd House garden site next spring. Ten years 

ago. a team of 12 students from the Geor,e Mason University Archaeolo,ical Field 

School (in conjunction with AMDlJdri. A.rclJuololY ) exca.vated & significant 
portion aftho Uoyd tit.tbcD. hOU3C . Over the coune ofa month (May 2:5 - June 26, 

1981 l.the students and their supervisors excavated more than 120 square feet of 

the site -- or roughly 7 times more surface area than that was excavated at the 
Uoyd House garden (60 square feet> in july of 1990 . If the students could uncover 

a comparably-sized are. during May and june of 1991 . approximately 7'l. of the 

potential garden .ite could be examined. With luct. a sample area this large should 

be able to reveal significant portions of extant garden features or patterns. 

We believe that an archaeological fieJd school at the Uoyd Boue site -- with its 

complex and variable stratigraphy. lengthy period of occupation, and numerous 

"miSS1na:" outbuildlogs -- would be both a challenging and reyarding experience 

for the students. In addition. it "ould introduce the students It> some of the unique 

problems and the specialized techniques associated "ith garden archaeology. an 

increasingly popular are. of specialization in the United States. 

The Garden Club should also encou",e AieDJ1dra ArcbtlOlolY It> conduct another 

6-day summer volunteer program at the Uoyd House in july of 1991. comparable to 

the one that was held on the site this summer. With a limited amount of training, 

Garden Club members could assist the staff of AI6DJ1dri. Ard60lolY. and some of 

the organization's more experienced volunteers, "ith a number of important 
support services, such as: suneyinglrench locations, stripping sod. screeninl 

soil. and cleaning artifacts. If the Garden C1ub's commitment to the project is 

evident in this manner, AleDJJdra ArdJ60/0IY may place & hieber priority on 
the Uoyd House garden exc&vations for 1991 . and if necessary. for subsequent 
years. 

The Garden Club might also be able It> assist Ai6DJ1dra Arcb60lolY"ith the loan. 

donation and/or purchase of equipment and supplies to help temporarily protect 

oxcavated archaeological sites in the Uoyd House ,arden . In partiCUlar. a number 

of heavy-duty tarp •. portable tents. or temporary "ooden covers are needed to 

keep trenches dry durin, inclement ... eather. Durin, the july 1990 .. cavations. 
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archaeological field york "I'IIS impaired and delayed by rain yater .... hich filled 
many trenches following heavy thunderstorms. 

o Pending the completion of &II archival research and Steve Shephard's field report 

on the July 1990 excavations (in preparation). the Garden Club should give ahigh 

priority to archaeological excavations of the potential garden site at the Lloyd 

House. Since archival research and archaeology has confirmed that the "back 

yard" -- the area directly ... est (behind) the Lloyd House -- ... as paved vith brick 

(and therefore not used as a garden). future archaeology should be limited to a 52-

foot by 123-foot area immediately north of the t&1l brick ... all ... hich defines the 

current and historic southern boundary of the property, and a small area (15 feet I 

10 feet) directly south of the Lloyd House. A number of factors should guide this 

archaeological research program, including : 

• Previous archaeological discoveries: 

In July of 1990. a diagonal trench (N16 'II 18) directly south (35 -10 feet) of the 

Lloyd House revealed an unusual soil profile that may be the remnants of a 

former garden path and an associated planting bed. Due to the possible 

significance of these features, additional archaeology is warranted in this area 
to assess the origin. nature. extent and function of the "path .. and "pla.nting 
bed", 

Similarly, the deepest (i,e. the depth to sterile soil) and most organic soils on 
the site vere found in a trench (S7 '1133) vhich ... as elcavated at the base of the 

1833 brick vall along the southern property line . Since a large quantity of 

hand-made square nails (perhaps for training vines or espaliered fruit trees) 

are embedded in the mortar of the wall's western 4O-foot section , it is possible 
that. the Uoyd garden was narrow and linear in design, with the western 

section devoted to fruit production . Additional archaeology at the base of the 
,,&11 may confirm or refute this hypothesis, 
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Another feature which .. arran~ further n:am.ination is the "lead pipe" which 

.as detected in 1981 running east-west &cross the property direeUy south of 

the "kitchen house" site. By excavating a portion of this pipeline direeUy 

south of the Lloyd House. archaeologists may be able to discover clues 
(artifacts, soil stratigraphy. etc .) to the dcyclopment. of this area, and its 

possible use as a garden . 

• Presumed carden features. not yet found: 

Historic photographs and archival resoureos in the John Lloyd Papers reveal 

that a gale was 10caled in the Washington Street fence immedialely next to the 

Lloyd House , presumably. a pathway led from this gale to the kitchen house 

a.nd/or a ving/addition at. the southwest coroer of the house (perhaps John 

Lloyd's office?), Although no evidence of a path 'Was detected in July of 1990 in 

• trench (N}O~) placed near the former ,ale site (it was disturbed by 20th 

century construction). additional archaeology at the base of the Lloyd House 

(south facade) may still provide clues to the origin and history of this pathvay 

and the former wing/addition . Hopefully. the installation of three air 

conditioners in this viCinity during the mid-1970s did Qat destroy all evidence 

of the .. features . 

• SoH depth, anomUous features . and adioining land UseS: 

Initially. ne. exploralory trenches should be concentrated in the vestern half 

of the ~2-foot by 123-foot arehaeololieal study area, as time and resources 

allov. additional exploralory trenches could be extended eastward (toward 

Washington Street) , A number of factors favor beginning in this uea: 

o The July 1990 excavations revealed that soils •• re .haJJover (i .• . the depth 

to sterile soil) in this part of the site than areas near Washington Street 

"here a considerable amount of fill "as apparenUy introduced to levellhe 

site durin, the 1960s or 1970 • . ConsequenUy. excavations may proceed 

more quietly in the "estern half. On the dovn side. it is possible that soils 

.,.. shallov in the "est because topsoil .as scraped off during the 1960s or 

19705; however. existing grade levels near the brick "aJJ suggest that this 

was not the case, 
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o Severalgcometrically-shaped deprcS3ions in the turf and areas of mounded 

soil ill this area may provide excellent archaeological sites. These 

anomalous features may be associated with former garden features and land 

use practices (planting beds. compost piles. etc.) or with one of the 

"missing' structures (i .e. smoke house. ice house. privy. etc,) known to 

have stood on the site during John Lloyd's residency. 

o The prolimity of this area to the kitchen house, the stable comple., the 

"ell/pump and their related yards suggest that it was probably an area of 

high human activity, and therefore may be rich in archaeological 

artifacts. 

liQ1I: If necessary and appropriate, this section of the report will be revised upon 
receipt of Steve Shephard's Fjeld Report on the 1990 excavations at the Lloyd 
House conducted by AieIuufria Mc1J8eO/OKY. 

HeitiG' Coniecture tbroqcb EljaliGI ConditioAs Docuaoolatjoo: 

Although OOELL 6< OOELL has completed virtually all of its field observations to 

document the existing condition of the historic landscape at the Lloyd House, a number 

of significant tasks remain to be done before the findings can be communicated to the 

Garden Club of Alexandria and the public. They are: 

o A topographic survey of \he site . 

As noted earlier in this report. research and preservation planning for the 
historic landscape at the Lloyd House are hampered by the lack of a detailed and 

accurate topographic survey of the .ite. This type of map is not only important for 

presenting the results of field observations taken by OOELL 6< OOELL in July of 

1990, and for interpreting the stratigraphic relation.hips among archaeological 

features on the site, it will ultimately be necessary to guide any grading changes 

on the site "hich may be required by restoration. It"ill become the standard 

refere.o.ce plan for the site's historic landscapes. and in time. an important 

historical document in its own right. 
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The map should be drawn at a scale of 1 inch'" 10 feel, yith • contour interval of 1 

fool or Ie .. Illld spolelevalions at all "alls Clop Illld bottom). slops. curbs. drain",e 

fealures. building thresholds. and floor elevalions: ideally. the lopography should 

be USGS datum. or a slandard elevalional reference used by the City of Alexandria. 

In addition to the sitc'3la1ldform.. the "'my mould abo accuratotylocatc all 

structures, legal boundaries. paving IJld circulation patterns. utilities (above and 

below around), enclosures (fences. walls. etc,) and other miscellaneous cultural 

fealures (lighting. signs. benches. elc.) . 

Sinc,the lloyd House site is o"ned by the CilY of Alellllldria. il may be possible lo 

generate a ne" lopographic survey of the lloyd House site ... ithoul expen .. lo the 

Garden Club of Alexandria. A number of sources might be considered: 

• City of AJeJlodria -- Dept. QfTransportatiQQ a.gd Enyironmental Services. 

This &geoey of the City vas responsible for preparing the 1980 Contract 

Construction Dra."iols for the lloyd House Glldens for the Planning 

Departmenl. Perhaps they still retain the original drawings for these plans. If 

30, they might be able to supplement/up-date the pla.ns yith additional field 

observations and subsequenUy generate 8. topographic survey. 

• Alexaodria Archaeology and Edvard Holland. Surveyor. 

If th, Departm,nlofTransportation is unabl, lo conduclth, field ... ork 

necessary to prepare the survey m&p. perhaps another city agency. 
AleDlldria. Archaeology. "ould be 'Willing and able to obtain the field 

observations a.nd spot elevations for the survey. Subsequently. the Department 
of Transportation might be able to use this information to generate the 

topographic survey. 

• Students aWlj.led yith a local college or vocational education program. 

Students enrolled in an appropriate program (such as civil engineering. 

landscape architecture. ole.) at one of the local colleg's. universities or 

vocational.ducalion schools mighl be abl, and 'O'illin,lo tate on this projecl 

IS .. part of an internship or field experience program. 
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• Edva.rd S. Holland, Surveyor. 

The Garden Club might also consider asking the office of Edward S. Hol1&nd. a 

local surveying and civil engineering firm. to ta.k.e on the topographic 

mapping project as a contributed service. Their offite already has acturate 

property line survey data for the site and may have some topographic 

information on file as yell. 

o Preparation of Existing ConditioAs Plan and report narrative. 

Once a topographic survey of the property is available. DOELL 6< DOELL viii be able 

to ro-draft the interim base map. generating &n Existing Conditions Plan of the 

Uoyd House site vhich incorporates the July 1990 field observations. Similarly. a 

narrative description of the site's existing condition will be also prepared. 

o Supplemental Field Observations. 

In advance of any restoration pIa.nning. it may be necessary to undertake a limited 

amount of additional field observations to document the history and assess the 

preservation needs of specific landscape features (such as the Linden tree in front 

of the Uoyd House. the wooden rail embedded in the brick pier. the placement and 

distribution of nails in the brick vall. ete.). and to observe any ongoing 
archaeological activities. 
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ApPENDIIA 

LLoYD BOUSE SITE PLAIS PUPAIED IT DOELL .. DOELL: 

EIUtiAI Cea'jtjDDs 'b. 
Sile A .. lnU P/all 
ProP'". 1990 Arch •• IIIY Strate;cy 

Il!IE: Tile ... 1& •• are OVERSIZE (24" z 3'") aad are illcluded as a .. par&le 
attach.eat to this report. 
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ApPENDIXB 

FInn IEPOIT. AlCHAEQLOGICAL nCAYAIIOIS AT THE LLOYn BOUSE. lULl 19'JO 
Prepare' by arc .... o1olist Sten S"ep"ar' for MIIDlltiri. Artll_llllr. 
(FORTHCOMING) 

lIllIE: r .. i. report i. i.a preparatioll all' yill be proyi'e' 10 lhe Gar ... 
Club of Aleua'ria .. SOOIl .. it is &TaiI.ble . 
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