
North Potomac Yard  

Advisory Group Meeting #6| August 29, 2016 



Meeting Agenda 

• Welcome 
• Briefing (20 min) 
• Advisory Group Discussion (30 min) 
• Public Comment (20 min) 
• Advisory Group Member Comments on 

Preferred Alternative (35 min) 
• Next Steps  2 

Objective: Provide Comments on a Preferred Framework Alternative 



Advisory Group Work Plan 

3 
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Comments Received To Date 

• Importance of Metro 
• Potomac Ave 
• BRT 

• Pedestrian 
• Park 
   



Design – Decision Making  
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Organize 
Context 
Learn 
Options  
Evaluate  
Reduce  
Select  
Refine  

AG #1 – April 18   
AG #1 – April 18   

AG #2 – May 16   

AG Workshop – May 17   
AG #3 – June 6  
AG #4 – June 27  
AG Worksession – June 30  
AG #5 – July 25  
AG Worksession – July 29  

AG Bus Tour – April 30  



• Establishes the foundational elements from which the 
remainder of the Plan is built. 
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Role of the Framework Plan 
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Plan Evolution to Date 
Option 1 

Option 2 



Plan Evolution to Date 
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• Underground parking near Metro; 
• Continuation of the retail street south; 
• Creation of options;  
• Road adjacent to park; separation of 

development and Potomac Yard Park; 
• Meaningful plaza/open space at Metro; 
• Breaking the size of northern block and 

creating a new connection;   
• Southern connection to Potomac Ave and 

Landbay G   



Topics 

• Open Space 
 

• Character of Potomac Avenue 
 

• Metro Station Access 
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10 

Open Space 
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3.7 acres 
Max Depth = ~120’  

5.4 acres 
Max Depth =  ~230’  

Option 1 

Option 2 

Open Space 



Option 2 

Open Space Impacts 
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Option 1 



Metro Plaza and Metro Square 
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Metro Square Park: Req’d 30, 492 sf 

Option 1 2010 Plan Option 2 
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Character of 
Potomac Avenue 



Character of Potomac Ave -  
Phasing 
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Option 1:  
• Will have to build wider Potomac Ave in Phase 1 
Option 2:  
• Existing street width remains until Phase 2 
• Flexibility with Phase 2 to determine additional necessary width - can 

develop criteria now regarding character of Transitway for Phase 2 
• Location maximizes ridership of bus rapid transit. 
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Character of Potomac Ave -  
Ridership 
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N Washington Street, Alexandria George Washington Parkway 

Character of Potomac Ave -  Design 
Vehicle Speed, Pedestrian Safety, Comfort 
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Function &  
Constructability of 

Metro 
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Constructability, Timing, Phasing 

Existing Conditions 

PYD Stormwater 
Facility 

POTOMAC AVE 

Target Shopping Center 

Stormwater 
Pond 

Theater Site 

NIB Office  
(future) 

IDA Office 
(future) 



Constructability, Timing, Phasing 
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Option 1 



Constructability, Timing, Phasing 

21 

POTOMAC AVE 

Option 2 

POTOMAC AVE  (Existing) 



Framework Plan - Staff Analysis 
and Recommendation   

22 

POTOMAC AVE 

Staff Preferred Alternative - Option 2 
• Creates active place around Metro that emphasizes 

pedestrians. 
• Provides an additional ~1.5 acres of open space with increased 

programming opportunities. 
• Better prioritizes pedestrians; creates a more urban system. 
• Provides flexibility for continued study to reduce dimension 

and improve character of Potomac Ave in future phases. 
• Increases bus rapid transit ridership capture by locating route 

within the development.   
• Offers flexibility within street network for local bus circulation, 

drop-off/pick-up, staging, and lower operational risk. 
• Development phasing does not inhibit constructability, 

phasing, and timing of Metro. 
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Framework Plan - Staff Analysis 
and Recommendation   

Staff Preferred Alternative - Option 2 

M 

M 



Next Steps/ Plan Refinement 
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POTOMAC AVE 

1. Establish intent and criteria to define the character 
and  minimize future width of Potomac Avenue. 

2. Design the open space at the metro plaza and Metro 
Square to be distinct, useable and memorable, and to 
relate to one another.   

3. Provide guidance for programming of Potomac Yard 
Park. 

4. Refine the design of the park road.   
5. Address parking access and loading. 
6. Ensure the plan appropriately addresses the 

remaining elements in the work program.   



ADVISORY GROUP 
DISCUSSION 
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Plan Evolution to Date 
Option 1 

Option 2 

POTOMAC AVE  (Existing) 



Block Sizes 

North Potomac Yard  
(Generally)  

Old Town  Del Ray 
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Block Sizes 
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Block Sizes 
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Block Sizes 
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• Block variety throughout the entire 
Potomac Yard site 
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Open Space Network – Option 2 

POTOMAC AVE 

JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY 
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Open Space Network – Option 2 
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Metro Square 

Market Greens  

POTOMAC YARD PARK 

Crescent Park 

Metro Plaza 



Open Space Network – Option 1 
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Metro Square 

Market Greens  

POTOMAC YARD PARK 

Crescent Park 

Metro Plaza 
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Bike Circulation 



Bicycle Circulation Routes 
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2010 North Potomac Yard Plan 
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Option 2 Bicycle Circulation & Open Space 

Option 1 Bicycle Circulation & Open Space 



Bike Circulation (Context) 
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Placeholder Plan View Context Map 



Potomac Ave/BRT Phasing 
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POTOMAC AVE (EXISTING ALIGNMENT) 

RETAIL STREET 

Option 1 



Potomac Avenue/BRT Phasing 
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POTOMAC AVE (EXISTING ALIGNMENT) 

DEDICATED LANES  - PHASE II 

RETAIL STREET 

PARK STREET 
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Option 2 



Comments 

40 
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