Meeting Summary
Meeting on Norfolk/Southern Ethanol Transloading Facility

May 28, 2008, Noon
Attendees: Mayor William Euille, City Manager James Hartmann, City Attorney Ignacio Pessoa, Fire Chief Adam Thiel, Legislative Director Bernard Caton

1.  This meeting was held to formulate a plan of action for dealing with issues related to the Norfolk-Southern Ethanol Transloading Facility in the City’s West End, as a follow-up to the discussion at the May 27 City Council meeting.

2.  The chronology of actions taken by the City was briefly reviewed.

3.  At last night’s Council meeting, Norfolk-Southern said that 4 similar facilities exist in other U.S. cities.  Staff will compile demographic, geographic, and similar information on those sites.

4.  Norfolk-Southern has agreed to meet with residents at Summer’s Grove on June 2; City Fire Department and Emergency Management staff will also attend this meeting.  Cameron Station residents have scheduled a meeting with City Fire Department and Emergency Management staff (but not Norfolk-Southern) on June 9 to discuss issues relating to the facility.
5.  Ignacio Pessoa will draft a letter to Norfolk-Southern expressing City Council’s outrage over the secretive manner in which Norfolk-Southern initiated the Transloading activity, without even basic fire protection capability in place.
6.  The City will file a petition for a declaratory order with the federal Surface Transportation Board, seeking a declaration that the Norfolk-Southern facility is subject to local zoning and other local regulation.

7.  Bernie Caton will schedule meetings with members of the City’s Congressional delegation (Warner, Webb, and Moran), the Mayor and City staff to discuss potential federal legislation and other ways the delegation may be able to assist the City.  Prior to the meeting, a letter will go from the Mayor to the members of the delegation, summarizing the City’s concerns and its request for assistance.  Copies of the letter will go to Council and the Governor.

8.  In his reimbursement request to Norfolk-Southern for foam and special firefighting supplies and equipment purchased thus far (and described last evening), Adam Thiel will include a request for reimbursement for all costs related to special training for City Fire Department personnel, as well as any additional equipment deemed necessary by the Fire Chief to ensure public safety.  

9.  The Alexandria Police and Fire Departments will communicate the results of the Homeland Security Threat Assessment being conducted this week (as described to Council last evening) to the federal Secretaries of Transportation and Homeland Security.
10.  City Council will discuss further actions in Executive Session on June 10.

